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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: IRISH REOPEN EMBASSY IN BEIRUT 

REE: JIDDA 3307 

1 . IRISH MEA COUNSELOR FOR MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS CONFIRMED 
(REETEL) THAT IRELAND WILL REOPEN ITS BEIRUT EMBASSY 
SOON, THOUGH FUNDING IS A SLIGHT PROBLEM. SEAN WHELAN 
WILL BE CHARGE. 

2. WHELAN ENTERED THE IRISH FOREIGN SERVICE IN 1969 AND 
BECAME PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE NUMBER TWO MFA OFFICIAL, 
THE SECRETARY. HE WAS PROMOTED VERY QUICKLY TO EIRST 
SECRETARY IN THE POLITICAL DIVISION AND REMAINED THROUGH 
THE IRISH PRESIDENCY OF THE EC (JANUARY-JUNE 1975). HE 

WAS THEN TRANSFERRED TO PARIS WHERE HE WORKED IN A VARIETY 
OF AFFAIRS, PRINCIPALLY UNESCO AND OECD. AETER A BRIEF 
TDY STINT IN BEIRUT HE WAS ASSIGNED TO JIDDA. SHANNON 
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